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Docent Training Manual for Castro Adobe Rancho San Andres 
State Historic Park 

 

2.0  Overview / Welcome 

 2.1  Welcome  

 2.2  National Register of Historic Places 

 2.3  Ohlone Occupation and Awaswas Speaking Peoples 

 2.4  Anza Resettlement Expedition 

 2.5  Joaquin Ysidro Castro and Family 

 2.6  Jose Joaquin Castro 

2.7  Juan Jose Castro’s Rancho San Andres Castro Adobe 

2.8  The Many People who have owned and preserved this Adobe 

2.9  Joe and Edna Kimbro 

2.10  Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks 

2.11  Points of Interest on the Tour 

 

3.0  Potter-Church Garden 

 3.1  Thomas Church and the Potters 

 3.2  Church’s design principles  

 3.3  How the Castro’s used the space 

 3.4  Planting of the Cork Oaks 



 3.5  Saint Francis bird Bath 

 3.6  Little Red Runaround Rose 

 3.7  Volunteer gardeners 

  

4.0  The Vaqueros and the Hide and Tallow Trade 

 4.1  The Native American Vaqueros 

 4.2 Vaquero Horsemanship and Soft Touch Horse Training 

 4.3  Spanish Horses 

 4.4  Californio Saddle 

 4.5  Vaquero’s Spurs 

 4.6  Handmade Riatas – Ropes 

 4.7  Branding at Rodeos 

 4.8  Cow Hides and Tallow 

 4.9  Bull and Bear Fights 

   

5.0  Sala & Furnishings 

5.1  Introduction 

5.2  Building Structure 

5.3  Lighting 

5.4  Gender and Ethnic Roles 

  5.4.1  Spanish Men 

  5.4.2  Spanish Women 



  5.4.3  Spanish Children 

  5.4.4  Native Americans 

 5.5  Furnishings 

  5.5.1  Dining Table and Chairs 

  5.5.2  American Empire Sleigh Style Sofa 

  5.5.3  Chinese Decorated Trunk 

  5.5.4  Brazier 

  5.5.5  Fall-Front Bureau Secretary Desk 

  5.5.6  Export Ceramics 

   5.5.6A  Canton Ware 

5.5.6B  Hand-painted glaze pattern Starburst,  
Chrysanthemum, or Allah 

5.5.6C  English Transferware Montezuma  

5.5.6D  Transferware called Rousillon and Corinth 

5.5.7  Empire Server with Ginger Jars, Canton Ware 
covered vegetable dish, and Lacquerware  box. 

5.5.8  Mahogany Pembroke drop leaf Altar 

 

6.0  Archeology and Interpretation 

 6.1  Overview 

 6.2 Timeline 

 6.3  Historical Photos of  Adobe and Residents 

 6.4  Narrative about Native Peoples as Builders 



 6.5  Building Restoration and Seismic Stabilization 

 6.6  Archeological Finds from Rancho 

 6.7  How to make an Adobe Brick 

 6.8  Graffiti Wall 

 

7.0  Fandango Room 

 Introduction 

 7.1  Californios Welcoming and Generous 

 7.2  Large Dance Floor 

 7.3  Guadalupe Castro Instrument Maker and Musician 

 7.4  The Fandango 

  7.4.1  Dances 

  7.4.2  Vaquero Dancers 

  7.4.3  Cascarones 

 7.5  The Veranda 

 

8.0  The Bedroom  

 8.1   The Bedroom of Juan Jose and Rita Castro Pinto 

 8.2  Furnishings 

  8.2.1  Mahogany French Empire Sleigh Bed 

  8.2.2  Sheraton Mahogany Side Table & Whale Oil Lamp 

  8.2.3  Mahogany Empire Wash Stand 



  8.2.4  Plantation or Postman’s Desk with Chinese Trunk 

8.2.5  Flip Top Empire Game Table with Lacquerware Game 
Box 

  8.2.6  Mexican Armoire 

  8.2.7  Black Lacquer Chinese Sewing Stand 

  8.2.8  Lincoln Rocking Chair  

  8.2.9  1850 Cradle for Delfina Castro and Rocking Chair 

  8.2.10  Empire Mahogany Dresser with Shaving Set 

 8.3  Adobe Lighting 

  8.3.1  Early Brass Pushup Candlestick 

  8.3.2  Whale Oil Lamp 

  8.3.3  Mexican Colonial Carved Candlestick 

  8.3.4  Brass Chamberstick with Hurricane Shade 

  8.3.5  Pair of Wrought Iron Wall Sconces 

  8.3.6  Wrought Iron Chandelier 

 

9.0  Cocina and Rancho Agriculture 

 9.1  The Cocina (Kitchen) 

 9.2  Drying Meat (Jerky) and Vegetables 

 9.3  Indigenous Women 

 9.4  Brasero (Stove) 

 9.5  Horno (Oven) 



 9.6  Other Equipment and Implements 

 9.7  Shelving 

 9.8  Coffer 

 9.9  Wrought Iron Tools 

 9.10  Escobilla (Cleaning Brush) 

Agriculture 

 9.11  Crops and Animals 

 9.12  Acorns and Buckeye 

 9.13  Other Uses for the Cocina Space 

 

10.0  Epilog  

 10.1  The Anza Expedition 

 10.2  Establishing Presidios and Missions 

 10.3  Jose Joaquin Castro 

 10.4  Juan Jose Castro 

 10.5  Independence from Spain 

 10.6  Mexican Rancho Period 

 10.7  Granting of Rancho San Andres 

 10.8  Mission Secularization 

 10.9  Mexican American War 

 10.10  Construction of the Castor Adobe 

 10.11  California Becomes a State 



 10.12  Watsonville Directory 

 10.13  Legal Disputes 

 10.14  Hans Hansen 

 10.15  Succession of Owners 

 10.16  Elizabeth and David Potter 

 10.17  Edna and Joe Kimbro 

 10.18  California State Parks and Friends of Santa Cruz State Parks 

10.19  Castro Family Reunion and Friends Acquires Kimbro and 
McClune Properties 

10.20  Restoration Complete and Interpretation Begins 

 

11.0  Frequently Asked Questions and Comments 

Isn’t sad that so many Californios were displaced by U.S. 
Immigrants? 

Where did the Native Americans who worked on the Rancho Live? 

Was it hard to make the Adobe Bricks and did the Friends 
volunteers use local dirt and building materials? 

How many people lived here when it was a Rancho? 

Did other Castro families get Land Grants? 

Where did the Castros get their water? 

Did the Spanish grant land to the retired soldiers? 



Where can I find more information about the Rancho San Andres 
Castro Adobe?    (HSR & The Castro Adobe in the Twentieth 
Century) 

What was the Relationship between the Californios and the Land? 

What was the Social Standing of the Californios? 

Were Women allowed to own land? 

Is the Pump House original to the adobe? 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 



  

  

  

 


